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Road safety is a major public health concern in Qatar placing a huge humanitarian burden 
on individuals, families, communities and the country. Every year around 220 people lose 
their lives and a further 550 are seriously injured in Qatar as a result of a road crash. This is 

despite significant improvements over the last five years. 

Qatar’s rapid growth and expanding road infrastructure creates an opportunity to build a world 
class road network with cutting edge safety features. The strong political will to improve road 
safety is reflected in the Qatar National Development Strategy 2011-2016 which provides a 
commitment to reduce the number of road traffic crashes resulting in death and major injury. 

This National Road Safety Strategy has been developed to further our commitment to reducing 
the human suffering inflicted by road traffic crashes and sets the path towards an ambitious 
long term vision to develop “a safe road transport system that protects all road users 
from death and serious injury”.  This strategy is designed with the active participation of the 
“Public  Works Authority” (Ashghal) to guide efforts to improve road safety in Qatar over the 
next 10 years and lays the foundations for a safe road transport system that will benefit future 
generations.

The National Traffic Safety Committee, which provides leadership for road safety in the 
State of Qatar, will oversee implementation of the strategy through the Road Safety Action  
Plan 2013-2017.  

Although significant improvements in road safety have been made in recent years, we cannot 
become complacent.  We must do more to protect our community from serious road trauma.  
I wholly endorse this strategy and call upon everyone to fully commit to tackling this important 
issue.  With your help we can move towards a safe road transport system for all road users in Qatar. 

  

Foreword
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Summary

Between 2008 and 2010 an average 
of 220 people were killed each 
year and over 550 people were 

seriously injured in Qatar because of 
road crashes.

The Qatar National Road Safety Strategy 
2013-2022 builds on the foundations of 
the Qatar National Vision and National 
Development Strategy and provides a 
long-term vision for road safety in Qatar 
for “A safe road transport system that 
protects all road users from death and 
serious injury”.  This vision is supported 
by ambitious 10 year casualty reduction 
targets to reduce the annual number of 
road crash fatalities to 130 by 2022, and 
reduce the number of serious injuries to 300 by 2022.

The Road Safety Action Plan provides the link between the Road Safety Strategy, vision and 
targets and translates these into a series of practical initiatives that aim to raise road safety 
performance in Qatar to be among the best in the world. 

The strategy requires Qatar to fundamentally change the way that it approaches road safety, 
with the community working collaboratively across all elements of the road transport system 
and recognizing that everybody has a role to play in improving road safety.

National Road Safety Strategy



  National Road Safety Strategy   xvviii   National Road Safety Strategy

1 Qatar’s Vision for Road Safety 1
 1.1 Casualty Reduction Targets 2

 1.2 Background to the Strategy 3

 1.3 Qatar’s Road Safety Action Plan 5

2 Road Safety in Qatar 7
 2.1 Improvements in Road Safety 7

 2.2 The Current Situation in Qatar 11

 2.3 Foundations and Progress 
  in Qatar 14

 2.4 The Cost to Qatar 15

3 Tackling Road Safety in Qatar 17
 3.1 Global Context 17

 3.2 The Safe System 19

 3.3 Shared Responsibility 22

4 Areas of High Concern 25
 4.1 High Risk Drivers and Riders 27

 4.2 Seatbelts 31

 4.3 Roads and Roadsides 32

 4.4 Speed 36

 4.5 Pedestrian Safety 39

 4.6 Workzone Safety 41

 4.7 Vehicle Safety 42

 4.8  Raising Awareness and 
Improving Knowledge 44

5 Monitoring Progress 47
 5.1 Delivering the Plan 47

 5.2 Monitoring Improvements 48

6 Abbreviations and Glossary 49

7 Stakeholders 55

Contents

National Road Safety Strategy



  National Road Safety Strategy   1xvi   National Road Safety Strategy

Qatar’s road safety vision is to have a safe road transport system that protects all road 
users from death and serious injury.

T he National Road Safety Strategy and Action Plan are guided by a long term vision for 
road safety in Qatar supported by challenging but achievable 10-year targets.  The vision 
is ambitious and long term, extending beyond the life of this strategy. It is also a vision that 

recognizes that we could ultimately prevent many deaths and serious injuries if the community 
as a whole is prepared to make a fundamental change in the way it approaches road safety.  This 
means working collaboratively across all elements of the road transport system and recognizing 
that everybody has a role to play in improving road safety.

This strategy represents a significant step towards achieving Qatar’s long term vision for a safe 
road transport system and lays the foundations for a safe road transport system that will benefit 
future generations.  Whilst achieving this vision will be challenging, it recognizes that the Qatar 
community should not have to accept death and serious injury as an inevitable part of road travel. 

1 Qatar’s Vision for Road  
 Safety
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1.2  BACKGROUND TO THE STRATEGY

Qatar’s National Vision (QNV)1 builds on a society that promotes justice, benevolence 
and equality and rests on the four Pillars of Human, Social, Economic and Environmental 
Development. The improvement of road safety positively contributes towards the achievement 
of Qatar’s National Vision across these four pillars.

In accordance with international best practice, the Qatar National Development Strategy 2011-
20162 promotes the Safe System approach to road safety and provides casualty reduction targets. 
The achievement of these targets is a key objective of the Road Safety Strategy. 

1 GSDP (2008). Qatar National Vision 2030. Doha, Qatar: Qatar General Secretariat for Development Planning
2  GSDP (2011).  Qatar National Development Strategy 2011-2016.  Doha, Qatar: Qatar General Secretariat for Development Planning

Qatar’s Vision for Road Safety

Adoption of Action Plan Items in Organizational
Strategies / Plans

National Road Safety Strategy

QNV

Action Plans

National
Development

Strategy

1.1  CASUALTY REDUCTION TARGETS

As a step towards realizing Qatar’s long term vision for road safety, this strategy sets the following 
casualty reduction targets to be achieved: 

•	  Reduce the annual number of road crash fatalities to 130 by 2022

•	  Reduce the annual number of serious injuries to 300 by 2022

The Qatar National Development Strategy 2011-2016 established a target to reduce road fatalities 
per 100,000 people to 10 by 2016.  In order to complement these targets, some rate based targets 
have also been developed to: 

•	  Reduce the annual number of fatalities from 14 to 6 per 100,000 people

•	 Reduce the annual number of seriously injured people from 33 to 15  per 100,000 people

In the future it is suggested that greater emphasis should be placed on targets to reduce the 
actual number of killed and seriously injured people in Qatar rather than on improved rates. This 
will lead to greater focus on the reduction of human pain and suffering caused by road traffic 
crashes.

Casualty forecasting and target setting relies on past data and different measures of exposure to 
generate rates that can be used for benchmarking performance.  Whilst it is important to monitor 
the number and rate of fatalities and serious injuries as described in the targets above, a fatality 
and serious injury rate per 100,000 population per year does not take into account the degree to 
which Qatar is motorized, the use of those vehicles, traffic mix, terrain and type of road network.

However, monitoring the number of fatalities and serious injuries, alongside fatality and 
serious injury rates per 100,000 people, to assess road safety performance at a national level is 
deemed good practice. To support this, additional data will be collected (including registered 
vehicles, traffic volumes, traffic violations, average speeds, road characteristics and population 
demographics) to allow more detailed analyses.

Qatar’s Vision for Road Safety
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1.3  QATAR’S NATIONAL ROAD SAFETY ACTION PLAN

The Road Safety Action Plan provides the link between the Road Safety Strategy, vision and 
targets and translates these into a series of practical initiatives that need to be put in place across 
all areas of road safety practice. This provides a framework against which improvements to road 
safety practice can be monitored.

The Action Plan aims to raise road safety performance in Qatar to be among the best in the world. 
This will be achieved through an ambitious program of activities and projects to be implemented 
over the next 5 years.

Qatar’s Vision for Road Safety

QATAR NATIONAL ROAD 
SAFETY 

2013 - 2017
Safe Road Users, Safe Vehicles

Safe Roads, Safe Speeds

Qatar’s Vision for Road Safety

Road safety strategies provide a focus for a common and shared vision among stakeholders, 
a framework against which commitment can be made and a reference for implementing the 
highest priority and most effective road safety initiatives. Countries with strong road safety 
strategies have experienced significant reductions in road related trauma.

The Road Safety Strategy for Qatar has been developed using an evidence-led approach, through 
an extensive review of current practice in Qatar, comparison against international best practice 
and an analysis of crash data. 

The Road Safety Strategy complements several other strategic plans that already exist in 
Qatar, including Land Use Planning, Sustainable and Active Transportation, Travel Demand 
Management.
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Between 2008 and 2010 an average of around 220 people were killed each year and 
over 550 people were seriously injured in Qatar because of road crashes. Death 
and injury has a direct and devastating impact on road crash victims, their families 
and the community as a whole. Too many lives are tragically lost each year and 
many more are left suffering from debilitating injuries and lifelong pain, which 
can significantly reduce the economic stability of a family and place a considerable 
economic burden on society.

2.1  IMPROVEMENTS IN ROAD SAFETY 

Qatar has achieved sub-
stantial improvements 
in road safety in recent 

years. Between 2000 and 2006 
the annual number of road crash 
fatalities increased steadily until 
a sharp decrease in 2007.3 Since 
then the number of fatalities 
has steadied, with an average 
of around 220 people killed on 
Qatar’s roads each year. This is 
despite the population in Qatar 
continuing to rise4.

3 Source: MoI Traffic Department 
4 Source: Qatar Statistics Authority (http://www.qsa.gov.qa/eng/PS-Archive.htm)

2 Road Safety in Qatar

Annual number of road deaths in Qatar 2000-20103

  National Road Safety Strategy   7
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Qatar’s improvement in road safety is further reflected by a significant reduction in the fatality 
and serious injury rates per 100,000 population per year.6

6  Source of population data: Qatar Statistics Authority

Fatality rate and serious injury rate per 100,000 population per year6

Road Safety in Qatar

Serious injuries have increased annually from 2004 to 2008, however in 2009 and 2010 the 
number appears to have reached a plateau.5

5  Source: MoI Traffic Department 

Annual number of serious injuries in Qatar 2000-20105 

Road Safety in Qatar
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2.2  THE CURRENT SITUATION IN QATAR

The following analysis of casualty crash data provides some insight into the nature of Qatar’s 
road safety issues. Most road crash fatalities in Qatar involve a vehicle occupant. Also, one-third 
of all fatalities during this period were pedestrians.

Road Safety in Qatar

Fatalities in Qatar by mode 2008 - 20108

Negligence on behalf of at least one road user was the highest recorded contributory factor in 
fatal and serious crashes.  Almost half of all casualty crashes were due to some form of negligence 
or inattention. 

Reckless driving and speeding (driving above the speed limit or not driving in accordance with 
conditions) were also identified as important contributory factors in high severity crashes.

8  Source: MoI Traffic Department

 Comparison of road fatalities per 100,000 population in 2010, selected countries 7

The fatality rate for Qatar has reduced to 13 deaths per 100,000 population in 2010. While this 
represents a significant achievement, the best performing countries (United Kingdom, Sweden 
and the Netherlands), have achieved rates below 5 and some of these countries are now setting 
targets to reduce their road casualty numbers by a further 33 per cent or more in the coming 
decade. 

While the road safety improvements experienced in recent years represent a significant 
achievement, the challenge for Qatar in the coming years will be to start delivering significant 
reductions in road casualties. This strategy provides a framework to address safety deficiencies 
in the road transport system, to establish commitment towards a safety culture in Qatar, and to 
ultimately deliver substantial and sustained reductions in fatal and serious injury. By accepting 
this challenge, Qatar has the potential to position itself as one of the best performing countries 
in the world.

7 Data for Qatar are from MoI (crash data) and Qatar Statistics Authority (population data). OECD data have been used for the safest country comparators.  
For GCC comparators, data are from MoI or Traffic Police and population data are from national statistics authorities (Oman – Ministry of National Economy, 
Saudi Arabia – Central Department of Statistics Census , Abu Dhabi – Statistics Centre Abu Dhabi) 

Road Safety in Qatar
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Most drivers involved in casualty crashes (all injuries) were between 20 and 40 years old. 
Similarly, the highest risk age group for motorcyclists was 20 to 30 years old. Car drivers and 
motorcyclists are deemed to be at-fault by the MoI Traffic Department in almost two-thirds of 
casualty crashes that they are involved in. 

Road Safety in Qatar

Casualties (all injuries) in Qatar by age group and mode, 2008-2010

Approximately two-thirds of all crashes involving fatalities, serious injuries and minor injuries 
happened within the greater Doha area. The highest proportion of casualty crashes occurred in 
the Industrial Area followed by Al Khlaifat.

International research undertaken over many decades has shown that seatbelts offer considerable 
safety benefits to vehicle occupants and significantly reduce the severity of injury when crashes 
occur. At present, it is mandatory to wear a seatbelt in the front seats of a vehicle, however 
the law does not require rear seat passengers to wear a seatbelt and children do not have to 
be restrained using baby and child seats. The table shows the number of casualties in Qatar 
that were wearing a seatbelt and those that were not or where seatbelt wearing was unknown.   
Although the percentage wearing a seatbelt is low, it is possible that there are many more that 
were wearing a seatbelt but perhaps removed it or got out of the vehicle before the police arrived 
and so this would normally be recorded as ‘unknown’. Even so, the proportion of people wearing 
a seatbelt in Qatar is likely to be low in comparison to the best performing countries, where 
seatbelt wearing is around 95%. The number of drivers and passengers not wearing a seatbelt, 
and the number of children not in child restraints, is likely to have contributed significantly to the 
high severity of crashes happening in Qatar.

Car occupant casualties by severity and percentage recorded as wearing a seatbelt, 2008-20109

9  Source: MoI Traffic Department

Road Safety in Qatar

Not wearing seatbelt or 
not known Wearing seatbelt % with seatbelt

Fatal 388 8 2.0%

Serious 1,083 19 1.7%

Minor 9,350 248 2.6%

Total 10,821 275 2.5%
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2.4  THE COST TO QATAR

Road crashes have an enormous health and economic impact on victims, and their families. Road 
crashes also have a significant impact on local communities and society as a whole through the 
cost to fix the road infrastructure, lost output, traffic delays as well as the demand on police and 
medical resources.

International estimates of the economic impact of road crashes vary from around 1% to 5% of a 
country’s Gross National Product (GNP), depending on the country10.

10 FIA Foundation (2005). Counting the Cost: Road Crashes and the Poor. London, FIA Foundation for the Automobile and Society

Road Safety in Qatar

2.3  FOUNDATIONS AND PROGRESS IN QATAR

Qatar has benefited greatly from increased political support for road safety initiatives and this 
culminated in the recent formation of the National Traffic Safety Committee (NTSC) and the 
inclusion of road safety targets in the Qatar National Development Strategy. 

Those responsible for road safety improvements have a strong desire and motivation to 
improve road safety performance and reduce road trauma, and have already undertaken (or are 
undertaking) some important work that will provide an excellent foundation for future efforts.

These efforts include:

Road Safety in Qatar

•	 An update to the Qatar Traffic Law 
in 2009 and introduction of a penalty 
points system

•	 Installation of red-light and speed 
cameras 

•	 Development of a process and guideline 
for Road Safety Audit which will improve 
the safety standard of new roads and 
assess priorities on existing roads

•	 Commencement of pedestrian crossing 
strategy for Qatar

•	 Review of the Qatar Highway Design 
and Traffic Manuals

•	 Improvements to processes and 
standards for workzones

•	 Review of speed limits in Qatar

•	 Development of materials and guidance 
for road safety education in schools

•	 Introduction of theory and practical 
components to the driving test

•	 Introduction of systems to help with 
response to road crashes

•	 Development of world-class 
emergency medical services

Whilst there has been a demonstrable improvement in road safety within Qatar over recent 
years, reductions in road deaths have steadied in the last three years. Qatar cannot become 
complacent and further improvements are required to develop a safe road transport system that 
protects all road users from death and serious injury.
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3 Tackling Road Safety in 
Qatar

In order to tackle road safety, the Qatar national road safety strategy and action 
plan incorporates leading edge, best international practice from around the world.

3.1  GLOBAL CONTEXT

Across the world almost 1.3 million people die as a result of a road traffic crash each year 
– 3,500 deaths every day. Up to 50 million more people sustain non-fatal injuries. Road 
crashes are a major cause of disability around the world and are one of the three leading 

causes of death for people between 5 and 44 years of age11.

In response to this the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed the period 2011–2020 
as the United Nations Global Decade of Action for Road Safety. The Decade of Action was 
launched on 11 May 2011 world-wide with a goal to stabilize and then reduce the level of road 
traffic fatalities forecast around the World by increasing activities conducted at the national, 
regional and global level.

11-12  WHO (2011). Global Plan for the Decade of Action for Road Safety 2011-2020. Geneva, Switzerland: World Health Organization
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3.2  THE SAFE SYSTEM

This strategy is guided by an ambitious long term vision to improve road safety in Qatar and 
embraces the Safe System concept. In a Safe System the road transport system is designed to 
anticipate and accommodate human error, and is based on the vulnerability of the human body.  
The challenge under a Safe System is to manage the interaction between road users, vehicles, 
travel speeds and roads to not only reduce crashes but, most importantly, to ensure that any 
crashes that occur do not result in death or serious injury.  

This means working holistically and collaboratively across each of the four core Safe System 
elements:

• �Safe�road�users: Road users that are competent and compliant with traffic laws. This includes 
road user education, managing the licensing of drivers and taking action against those who break 
the rules.

• �Safe�vehicles: Vehicles that have technology that can help prevent crashes and safety features 
that protect road users in the event of a crash.  This includes the promotion of safety features to 
encourage consumers and fleet operators to purchase safer vehicles.

• �Safe�roads: Roads that are self-explaining and forgiving of mistakes to reduce the risk of crashes 
occurring and to protect road users from fatal or serious injury should a crash occur. This requires 
roads and roadsides to be designed, built and maintained to reduce the risk and severity of crashes.

• �Safe�speeds: Vehicles travel at speeds that suit the function and the level of safety of the road to 
ensure that crash forces are kept below the limits that cause death or serious injury. This requires 
the setting of appropriate speed limits supplemented by enforcement and education.

The Safe System is also supported by: 

• �Road� Safety� Management:� Effective management of road safety to improve road safety 
performance.

• �Post�Crash�Response:�Effective post crash response that minimizes the severity of outcome from 
injuries received and facilitates fast and comprehensive rehabilitation.

Tackling Road Safety in Qatar

The Decade of Action aims to galvanize and increase road safety activities in individual countries 
towards a target of saving 5 million lives by 2020. The movement aims to act as a focus for all 
stakeholders but is also involved in actively increasing the resources available for road safety 
activities through the initiation of a dedicated fund.

The Decade of Action sets a framework for Road Safety activities in the Global Plan of Action 
for Road Safety, which adopts the Safe System as the guiding principle. This approach ‘aims to 
develop a road transport system that is better able to accommodate human error and take into 
consideration the vulnerability of the human body’12. As such, Qatar’s Road Safety Strategy has 
been developed in accordance with the underlying principles of the Safe System ensuring that 
Qatar is in line with international best practice. A more detailed description of the Safe System 
is provided in the section that follows.

12WHO (2011). Global Plan for the Decade of Action for Road Safety 2011-2020. Geneva, Switzerland: World Health Organization

Tackling Road Safety in Qatar
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Tackling Road Safety in Qatar

How is a Safe System different?

Under a Safe System

 The driver and any vehicle occupants have a much lower risk of death or suffering serious 
injury because:

 ü  Vehicles will increasingly have advanced safety features including Electronic Stability 
Control (ESC), front and side airbags and head restraints

 ü  Road surfaces will be improved and roadside objects removed or barriers installed

 ü  Speed is managed through more appropriate speed limits, self-explaining roads that 
encourage safe speeds and devices such as Intelligent Speed Adaptation

 ü  Road users are alert, obey the rules of the road and are aware of the risks associated 
with using the road

The example illustrates how a Safe System works:

When the driver of a vehicle travelling 
on a rural road at higher speeds loses 
control on a bend and over-turns, the 
crash is likely to result in a road death. 

How is a Safe System different?

Under a Safe System

The Safe System requires a shift in thinking recognizing that people will always make mistakes 
and that it is the responsibility of the system operators to ensure the safety of all users.  The 
Safe System challenges those responsible for designing the road transport system to share the 
responsibility so as to manage the interaction between road users, vehicles, travel speeds and 
roads.  

Tackling Road Safety in Qatar

A Safe Road Transport System for Qatar

Competent road users that
comply with tra�c laws

supported by e�ective
public education and

campaigns, driver training
and licensing, legislation

and enforcement

Safe vehicles that prevent
crashes and protect road

users supported by
minimum safety standards,

inspections and public
desire for safer vehicles

Safe travel speeds that
re�ect the design of roads
and vehicles and the
protection they o�er

Self explaining and forgiving
roads, and roadsides
that protect road users

E�ective road safety management providing a results focus, coordination, research, monitoring
and evaluation, advocacy, knowledge transfer, crash understanding and insurance incentives

Road Safety ManagementRoad Safety Management

E�ective post crash response that minimises the severity of injuries and facilitates fast
rehabilitation with world class emergency treatment facilities

Post Crash ResponsePost Crash Response
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In addition to these roles, there are many others such as the Traffic Police – who need to enforce 
the rules of the road; the Emergency Services – who need to work effectively to minimize the 
severity of crashes that do occur; Schools – who need to ensure the next generation use the 
roads safely; Private Companies – who can adopt safe road use policies and procure safe vehicles; 
the Media and NGOs – who can play their role in promoting safe road use.

The National Traffic Safety Committee provides clear leadership for road safety in Qatar and 
will continue to oversee, monitor and coordinate the activities of each organization to fulfill the 
objectives of the Qatar National Road Safety Strategy.

There are also synergies with other national strategies in Qatar, such as the Qatar National 
Development Strategy 2011-2016 and Qatar National Health Strategy 2011-2016. Each of these 
strategies has complementary objectives that contribute to the improvement of road safety 
and reduction of road death and serious injury. This emphasizes the need for effective cross 
government agency coordination, which will be achieved through the National Traffic Safety 
Committee.

Tackling Road Safety in Qatar

3.3  SHARED RESPONSIBILITY

Everyone has a role to play in improving road safety.

While road users are expected to be alert to risk and compliant with road rules the Safe System 
recognizes that they will continue to make mistakes.  It is the shared responsibility of all those 
involved to ensure that road use is safe.  This includes those that plan, design, build, maintain 
and regulate roads and vehicles as well as the broader community.  

Organizations with a responsibility for improving road safety include:

•	 Road authorities and road operators

•	 Police 

•	 Health authorities, hospitals and 
ambulance service

•	 Fire and rescue service

•	 Driver training, testing and licensing 
authorities 

•	 Legislators and regulatory bodies

•	 Vehicle licensing and testing authorities

•	 Educationalists (e.g. schools, 
government ministry, media)

•	 Private sector (e.g. petrochemical 
organizations, haulage organizations 
and organizations that take an interest 
as part of their social responsibility 
program)

•	 Vehicle manufacturers/suppliers 

•	 Insurance companies

•	 Public transportation operators 
(including taxi firms)

•	 Non-Governmental Organizations 
(NGOs) (e.g. red cross/crescent 
society, road safety charities)

For this to occur, the Government needs to inform road users about road safety issues and steps 
that they can take to keep themselves safe, and to ensure that resources are available to improve 
road safety. Road users need to be conscious of their safety, must be alert, wear their seatbelt if 
in a vehicle and obey the rules of the road.  Road authorities need to design, build and maintain 
their roads to be forgiving in the event of a crash and to carefully manage speeds. The vehicle 
industry needs to supply vehicles with the latest safety features and technologies (e.g. seatbelts 
in all seating locations, multiple airbags, stability control programs, advanced braking systems).

Tackling Road Safety in Qatar
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Qatar has made positive steps towards the improvement of road safety and casualty 
reduction. However, more needs to be done as Qatar continues its path of development, 
investment and population growth. Eight key areas of concern have been identified for 
priority action in Qatar. 

This Road Safety Strategy is designed to focus on activities that can deliver safety 
enhancements and casualty reductions in line with the Qatar National Development Plan 
2011-2016. Evidence from an analysis of casualty crash data and the results of a sector 

review has identified eight areas of high concern, with 4 sub-areas for ‘high risk drivers and riders’. 
Through focusing actions around these areas, Qatar can accelerate its progress in implementing 
a safe road system.

The areas of high concern are described in the following sections. For each area, actions are 
described that the Qatar’s Road Safety Strategy and Road Safety Action Plan will need to deliver 
to be successful. The table provides an indication of where actions are required in relation to the 
Safe System.

4 Areas of High Concern
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4.1  HIGH RISK DRIVERS AND RIDERS

Male drivers 18-30 years

Casualty crash data show that male drivers aged between 18 and 30 years are at a much higher 
risk of road death and injury than other drivers. This is a common theme in road safety worldwide, 
with young drivers being overrepresented in crash statistics.

Areas of High Concern

Number of male casualty crash involved drivers or riders by age group (2008-2010)13

Males accounted for 99.6% of all casualty crashes involving a car between 2008 and 2010 with 
almost half aged 18-30 years. Drivers account for 58% of all casualties and are recorded by the 
Traffic Police as ‘at fault’ in 60% of all car involved casualty crashes.

13  Source: MoI Traffic Department

Areas of High Concern

Areas of high concern
Safe 

Road Us-
ers

Safe 
Vehicles

Safe 
Roads

Safe 
Speeds

• High risk drivers and riders ü ü ü

o Male drivers 18-30 years ü ü

o Negligence, inattention and 
  reckless driving ü ü

o Male motorcyclists ü ü

o Professional drivers ü ü ü

• Seatbelts and child restraints ü ü

• Roads and roadsides ü ü

• Managing speeds ü ü ü ü

• Pedestrian safety ü ü ü ü

• Workzone safety ü ü ü

• Vehicle safety ü

• Raising awareness and improving 
knowledge ü

Areas of high concern and where action will be focused
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Male motorcyclists under 30 years of age

More than 100 motorcyclists are killed or injured every year. Motorcycle casualties commonly 
have more serious injury outcomes than other modes due to the higher speeds and lower levels 
of protection. Motorcyclists were at fault for almost 60% of all crashes they were involved in.

Areas of High Concern

Percentage of motorcycle riders by age 14

Research suggests15 that motorcycle helmets are 67% effective in preventing brain injuries to 
a motorcyclist involved in a crash.  Helmet wearing is mandatory for all motorcyclists in Qatar.  
Devices aimed at increasing the safety of motorcyclists must be promoted to raise awareness of 
the benefits that such equipment provides.

14 Source: MoI Traffic Department
15 Source: The Crash Outcome Data Evaluation System (CODES): Technical Report. U.S. Department of Transportation, NHTSA, January 1996 (DOT HS 808 338)

Negligence, Inattention and Reckless Driving

By far the most frequent cause of casualty crashes recorded by the Traffic Police between 2008 
and 2010 was negligence or inattention, contributing to nearly half of all casualty crashes. In the 
same period negligence and inattention was the leading cause of death and injury on the road 
for approximately 2,700 drivers, 1,600 car passengers and 1,800 pedestrians.

Areas of High Concern

Reason for crash by mode

Whilst negligence and inattention can be considered somewhat unintentional, reckless driving 
accounts for around 100 casualties each year.  Although the number of casualties is relatively 
small, such crashes have a serious injury outcome, resulting in approximately fatal or serious 
injury in 60% of all cases.
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4.2  SEATBELTS

The law in Qatar requires front seat occupants to wear a seatbelt, yet front seat occupants 
(drivers and front seat passengers) are estimated to have a seatbelt wearing rate of around 
50%.  Similar laws are not yet in place for passengers in the rear of vehicles and for children. 
Unrestrained children are a common sight in Qatar. 

When car occupants are involved in a crash, the severity of their injuries can be significantly 
reduced by wearing a seatbelt. One primary reason for wearing a seatbelt is that if a person is 
ejected from their vehicle in a crash they will die in 75% of cases16 . Therefore the use of seatbelts 
and child restraints when travelling in a vehicle is one of the primary ways of reducing death and 
injury.

16 FIA Foundation (2009). Seat-belts and child restraints: a road safety manual for decision-makers and practitioners. London, FIA Foundation for the 
Automobile and Society

 ü Introduce high priority legislation on 
seatbelts in the rear of vehicles and 
the use of child restraints

 ü Communicate the content of the 
traffic law with the motoring public

 ü Enforce the use of seatbelts and child 
restraints, and increase the penalty 
for disobeying the law

 ü Deliver priority campaigns on seatbelt 
and child restraint usage

 ü Educate parents on the need to use 
child restraints and how they should 
be fitted

 ü Improve knowledge and awareness 
of the benefits of seatbelts and child 
restraints through improved driver 
training

 ü Monitor wearing rates across society 
on an annual basis

To increase seatbelt wearing we will:
ActionsActions for seatbelt use

Areas of High Concern

Professional drivers

Drivers of heavy vehicles had the highest percentage of ‘at fault’ casualty crashes (70%) when 
compared to other types of driver. However, only one-quarter of casualties resulting from crashes 
involving heavy vehicles were drivers or passengers of those vehicles, instead most victims are 
car occupants or pedestrians.

 ü Improve driver training and testing to 
improve the competence and skills of 
new drivers

 ü Introduce graduated licensing schemes 
to reduce the risk for novice drivers

 ü Develop more stringent training, 
testing and medical requirements for 
professional drivers

 ü Undertake research to better understand 
the attitudes and behavior of high risk 
groups

 ü Deliver education and awareness 
campaigns targeted at high risk road user 
groups, addressing specific behavioral 
issues

 ü Teach children and young people about 
safe road use and the need for them 
to behave responsibly on the roads, to 
secure a new generation of safe road 
users

 ü Increase enforcement, focusing first on 
behaviors that cause the greatest number 
of serious crashes

 ü Increase penalties that apply for reckless 
or dangerous driving behaviors

 ü Review speed limits and increase 
enforcement of speeds

 ü Collaborate with the insurance industry 
to link premiums to driver risk

 ü Design and implement more forgiving 
road infrastructure and improve vehicle 
standards to help protect high risk road 
user groups

 ü Promote the use of safety equipment for 
motorcyclists, such as the use of helmets

To improve the safety of high risk drivers we will:

ActionsActions for high risk drivers and riders

Areas of High Concern
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In Qatar:

•	 Many roads in Qatar are divided using a median, however often there are no crash 
barriers to prevent vehicles from crossing over the median and striking opposing traffic.  
The medians in urban areas often are planted with attractive trees, or contain lighting 
columns.  If these obstacles are struck, then the crash is likely to be high in severity.

•	 There are often roadside obstacles such as trees, signs and lighting columns that are 
unprotected, and if struck the crash would be likely to be very severe.

•	 Intersections in Qatar vary in terms of their suitability for the roads that they are used on.  
On some main urban roads where a service road has not been provided, there are a high 
concentration of accesses and parking directly on to the main road.  This is considered 
to be particularly dangerous.   

•	 Roads do not always have facilities for pedestrians to help them use the roads safely.  
Due to the high levels of construction, pedestrians often find that the facilities they are 
using are interrupted by construction sites.  Parallel parking is provided on some divided 
urban roads, meaning that pedestrians have to interact with relatively high speed traffic.

Rural Safety

Although fewer in number, the majority of high severity crashes (fatal and serious) occur on rural 
high speed roads which do not have adequate run-off protection, or separation of carriageways 
to prevent head-on crashes. 

Areas of High Concern

4.3  ROADS AND ROADSIDES

The design of a road can make a significant contribution to the number and severity of crashes 
that occur.  Roads can be designed to be self-explaining so that drivers understand what to do 
and can reasonably anticipate the road ahead, leading to a reduction in the number of crashes 
occurring.  Roads can also be designed to be forgiving so that when a crash does occur the 
outcome of the crash is not fatal or serious. 

There are four main types of serious crash: head-on crashes, run-off crashes, crashes at 
intersections and crashes involving pedestrians.  Roads can be engineered to ensure that injuries 
sustained in these types of crash are low in severity:

Problems and solutions to the four main crash types

Areas of High Concern

Crash type Problem Solutions

Head-on
High severity due to vehicles 
colliding from opposing 
directions

-  Providing a median crash barrier can eliminate the possibility of head-
on crashes

Run-off
Can be high severity if vehicles 
collide with a fixed obstacle or 
if they roll over

-  Providing a hard shoulder and rumble strips gives a driver an 
opportunity to correct for their mistake

- Reduce severity of collisions with obstacles:
• Clear road sides to provide a safe zone
• Provide a crash barrier
• Install passively safe lighting columns and signs

-  Ensure slopes and cuttings are protected using a crash barrier

Intersection
Side impact crashes at 
T-junctions or cross roads can 
be particularly high in severity

-  Only provide grade separated slip road intersections on high speed 
roads

-  Where suitable, replace cross roads and T-junctions with roundabouts 
which may increase the number of crashes, but these will be less 
severe as they are glancing blows rather than severe side impacts

Pedestrian / 
cyclist

Pedestrians and cyclists are 
extremely vulnerable in traffic 
above 30 km/h

-   Prevent access to high speed roads for pedestrians and cyclists
-  Provide safe and convenient facilities for crossing and walking along 

the road.
-  Manage and enforce traffic speeds where there are pedestrians
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Areas of High Concern

 ü Improve the design and safety 
features of new roads through the 
review of highway design standards 
and the introduction of proven 
approaches such as Road Safety 
Audit

 ü Review and update the manual of 
traffic control devices

 ü Assess and treat safety priorities 
on existing roads using a range of 
techniques such as Road Safety 
Assessments and blackspot analyses

 ü Improve facilities for pedestrians and 
pedal cyclists

 ü Introduce automated systems for 
supporting enforcement on the 
highway

 ü Improve the safety of school zones
 ü Educate road users on how to use the 

roads safely
 ü Monitor and evaluate what works in 

Qatar

To improve roads and roadsides we will:

ActionsActions for roads and roadsidesUrban Safety

Two-thirds of all casualty crashes between 2008 and 2010 occurred in the greater Doha area 
(Al Doha).  This would be expected since there are higher volumes of traffic in these areas and 
greater opportunity for minor crashes.  As highlighted earlier, Al Doha has a variety of different 
road environments from small low speed residential roads to large multi-lane distributor roads 
where speeds can be much higher.

Number of casualty crashes by day and night in Al Doha, 2008-10

Suburb of Al Doha Daylight Night Total

Industrial Area 315 455 770

Al Khlaifat and Al Ma’mourah and Musaimeer 220 278 498

Al Sudan South/ Al Wa’ab/Al Azeeziyyah/Al Marrah 209 276 485

Al Rayan and Northern Mu’aidther and Wajba 141 230 371

Al Dafna 150 209 359

Al Ghurafah and Bani Hajar and Ala Zaghwah 129 177 306

Old Airport 103 182 285

Al Duhail 74 125 199

Al Merkab / Al Jadeed and Al Naser 42 88 130

Najma 55 93 148

Southern Khaleefa City 48 97 145

Fraij Bin Mahmoud 42 74 116

Data suggest that the highest proportion of casualty crashes in Al Doha occurred in the Industrial 
Area followed by Al Khlaifat and Al Ma’mourah and Musaimeer, Al Sudan South/Al Wa’ab/Al 
Azeeziyyah/Al Marrah, Al Rayan and Northern Mu’aidther and Wajba, Old Airport, Al Dafna, 
and Al Ghurafah and Bani Hajar and Ala Zaghwah.

Areas of High Concern



  National Road Safety Strategy   3736   National Road Safety Strategy

In Qatar, crashes caused by reckless driving and/or excessive speed are particularly severe, with 
over 40% of these involving a fatality and more than a third of such crashes involving a vehicle 
over-turning. Therefore, excessive speed on Qatar’s roads results in a higher severity of injury in 
comparison to other causes of casualty crashes. 

The distance required to stop a vehicle increases with speed, not only putting vehicle occupants 
at risk, but also other road users such as pedestrians.

Areas of High Concern
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Stopping distances at different speeds18

In Qatar, particular groups of drivers – predominantly young males aged between 18 and 30 – are 
responsible for many of the high speed crashes.

18 OECD (2006). Speed Management. Paris: OECD

4.4  SPEED

High traffic speeds can result in a greater likelihood of a crash occurring and also greater severity 
of crashes when they do occur.  Higher speeds mean that drivers are more likely to lose control 
of their vehicle and they will have less time to react to an incident ahead or recover following a 
mistake.  Higher speeds also mean increased severity of crashes when they do occur as crash 
forces are greater.

Areas of High Concern
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The figure shows that a 5% increase in average vehicle speed results in a 10% increase in casualty 
crashes and a 20% increase in crashes resulting in at least one fatality.17 However, a 5% reduction 
in average vehicle speed results in a 10% reduction in casualty crashes and a 20% reduction in 
crashes resulting in a fatality. 
17 Nilsson (2004). Traffic Safety Dimension and the Power Model to describe the effect of speed on safety. Lund Institute of Technology, Sweden
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4.5  PEDESTRIAN SAFETY

When pedestrians are involved in crashes, they suffer more severe injuries than most other 
road users. Between 2008 and 2010, pedestrians were involved in 17% of all casualty crashes 
but accounted for 33% of all road fatalities and 29% of all serious injuries.  Pedestrians are over-
represented in the killed and seriously injured casualty statistics largely because they, unlike 
vehicle occupants, are unprotected. In addition to the provision of footpaths and crossing 
facilities, effective campaigns and enforcement of road traffic law relating to the safety of 
pedestrians are required to raise awareness amongst drivers and promote a safer community. 

Areas of High Concern

Proportion of pedestrian casualties by age and nationality19

The percentage of female pedestrian casualties under the age of 9 years is very high.  Numbers 
of casualties are low for female pedestrians so this may be a statistical fluctuation that does not 
reflect a ‘real issue’; however this should be monitored carefully over time.

19 Source: MoI Traffic Department
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Areas of High Concern

 ü Review speed limits so that they are 
safe

 ü Improve driver information on speeds 
and run campaigns on the dangers of 
speeding

 ü Use road design and traffic 
management to make roads self-
enforcing and self-explaining

 ü Review the penalty point system and 
enforcement strategy for speeding

 ü Assess and treat roads where speed is 
a problem – improving the protection 
offered by the road

 ü Improve the visibility and 
effectiveness of enforcement on the 
highway

 ü Assess the advantages of new 
technologies for speed management 
– e.g. Intelligent Speed Adaptation

 ü Monitor vehicle speeds across the 
network on an annual basis

To improve speed management we will:
ActionsActions for speed management
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4.6  WORKZONE SAFETY

Road worker safety has become an important area of concern in Qatar as the development of 
the road network has been undertaken at a fast pace.  At present, practices are relatively poor 
and road workers face a high level of risk during their day-to-day work.  The standard of design 
and implementation on the ground of workzones needs urgent attention; this coupled with 
management of vehicle speeds at workzones is a priority for this strategy.  

Many road workers are expatriates and the death and injury of road workers is reflected in high 
pedestrian casualty figures.  Around workzones, facilities for pedestrians are particularly poor – 
changes to the design of workzones will include the need for provision of safe facilities for those 
travelling by foot.

Areas of High Concern

 ü Develop and implement new 
approaches, guidance and 
management procedures to make it 
safer to work on the highway

 ü Develop an enforcement mechanism 
to ensure compliance with safety 
management procedures

 ü Improve speed management, 
introducing new or lower temporary 
speed limits at workzones

 ü Develop guidance for employers and 
employees on road worker safety

 ü Provide training for contractors on 
workzone safety

 ü Introduce training on driving through 
workzones into the driver training 
syllabus and the driving test

To improve safety at workzones we will:
ActionsActions for workzone safety

Areas of High Concern

 ü Implement priority campaigns on 
pedestrian safety

 ü Educate children and young people in 
schools and colleges about safe road 
use

 ü Improve the design of roads for 
pedestrian safety

 ü Provide consistent and complete 
footpaths and crossings for 
pedestrians 

 ü Identify roads that need improvement 
for pedestrians

 ü Encourage the introduction of 
vehicles that are less likely to kill or 
injure pedestrians

 ü Encourage the use of high visibility 
reflective clothing and bags for 
pedestrians using the roads at night

 ü Enforce road traffic law (including 
speed violations) relating to the 
safety of pedestrians

To improve the safety of pedestrians, we will:
ActionsActions for pedestrian safety
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Overloading of vehicles is also a concern. The weights and heights of vehicles on the road need 
to be actively managed. This has benefits for the road infrastructure as well as reducing the 
incidence and severity of crashes.   

In over 70% of cases between 2008 and 2010, the drivers of heavy vehicles involved in crashes 
were recorded as being to blame for the crash by the police.  Although such crashes account 
for a small proportion of all crashes, the consequences can be major in terms of the severity of 
injury and traffic disruption.

 ü Improve the standard of new and 
existing vehicles in Qatar through 
the introduction of more demanding 
minimum standards and the investi-
gation of any concerning trends such 
as issues with balloon tyres

 ü Assess the benefits of new vehicle 
safety technology (such as Intelligent 
Speed Adaptation and in-vehicle 
event recorders) and where feasible 
encourage its widespread use

 ü Educate the public about safety stan-
dards and put in place mechanisms 
such as star rating the safety of new 
cars to help the public demand the 
best standards for their family

 ü Ensure that Government organiza-
tions adopt the highest standards 
for their vehicle fleet and encourage 
other private organizations to do the 
same

 ü Improve the depth of annual inspec-
tions

 ü Establish a targeted program of in-use 
vehicle inspections

 ü Improve the regulation and enforce-
ment of overloading and the trans-
portation of hazardous goods

 ü Improve the standards and require-
ments for professional drivers of 
heavy vehicles

To improve the safety of the vehicles in Qatar we will:

ActionsActions for vehicle safety

Areas of High Concern

4.7  VEHICLE SAFETY

Although a large proportion of the vehicle fleet in Qatar is extremely modern and the vehicles 
are largely attractive ‘high end’ cars, the management of the safety standards of vehicles in Qatar 
is an important area of focus.  Much can be achieved through the provision of vehicles with the 
latest safety technology and highest standards of protective design.

Basic safety equipment such as multiple airbags and side impact protection are not provided in 
all vehicles as standard, and features such as stability control programs and advanced braking 
systems are not always included in new vehicles.

Heavy vehicles and buses are often less modern than the car fleet and lack important safety 
features – for example, side and rear under-run protection on heavy vehicles.

 Example of side under-run protectors

Annual vehicle inspections that begin three years after a vehicle is registered are in place; however 
there is currently no targeted program of enforcement of safety standards while vehicles are on 
the road.  

Areas of High Concern
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Areas of High Concern

 ü Share available information on 
crashes and casualties, and collect 
more detailed data to help identify 
priorities

 ü Collect and manage additional expo-
sure data for analysis – e.g. seatbelt 
wearing surveys, mobile phone use, 
road inventory data, traffic flows and 
speeds etc.

 ü Develop road safety education in 
schools to help children and young 
people use the road safely and be-
come safe road users of the future

 ü Develop priority campaigns to edu-
cate wider society targeted at high 
risk road users and behaviors

 ü Work with community, religious 
leaders and special interest groups to 
promote road safety messages

 ü Develop a formal road code that sets 
out the rules of the road

 ü Develop and manage a coordinated 
program to evaluate the impact of 
road safety interventions

 ü Undertake research to understand 
road safety problems and attitudes in 
more detail

To raise awareness and improve road safety knowledge among road users and practitioners, 
we will:

ActionsActions for raising awareness and improving knowledge
4.8  RAISING AWARENESS AND IMPROVING KNOWLEDGE 

Road safety is a relatively new topic for Qatar and so there is limited information on what 
measures work well, and what doesn’t work well, in Qatar. The diverse nationalities using roads 
in Qatar and the road designs in use in the country could mean that research from elsewhere in 
the world is not directly applicable. 

Building an evidence base that provides a detailed 
understanding of road user behavior can take decades 
of research and development; however it is important 
that campaigns appeal to road users and messages 
are translated into behavioral change. For example, 
understanding why people use mobile phones while 
driving and their attitude towards safety will help 
to shape the campaigns to combat this dangerous 
behavior.

Crash data in Qatar are collected by the Traffic Police 
and entered into a database for analysis.  Although the 
data collected by the police suit their own purposes, 
the collection of more information at the scene of 
a crash will help other stakeholders plan their work 
more effectively.  For example, road authorities need 
to know the precise location of crashes to look for 
locations where there are many crashes, and they need 
to understand the type of crashes that are occurring so 
that they can make specific improvements to prevent  
the same types of crashes from re-occurring.

At present, there are no formal protocols for the sharing of data with the wider stakeholder 
community who would benefit from using data to identify priorities and inform the development 
of road safety interventions. 

Areas of High Concern

Traffic Police data recorder

Example of awareness 
raising campaign
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Good progress in implementing the strategy and action plan will save many lives 
in Qatar. Progress will be closely overseen and monitored by the National Traffic 
Safety Committee.

5.1 DELIVERING THE PLAN

The National Traffic Safety Committee has primary responsibility for overseeing the 
implementation of the Road Safety Action Plan and will monitor progress. The Road 
Safety Action Plan is presented across 6 pillars of the Safe System and covers 12 road 

safety sectors.  It requires the commitment and input of many stakeholders in Qatar, including 
the National Traffic Safety Committee. The organizations responsible for implementing each 
action are identified in the Road Safety Action Plan.  Each organization identified will need to 
incorporate the activities for which it is responsible into its own organizational plan over the next 
5 years.  The implementation of actions will require on-going consultation and involvement of 
many stakeholders.

5 Monitoring Progress

Excerpt from Action Plan
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The following abbreviations are used in this document.

ABBREVIATION

ESC Electronic Stability Control

FAHES Woqod Vehicles Inspection

GCC Gulf Cooperation Council

GNP Gross National Product

GSDP General Secretariat for Development Planning

MoI Ministry of Interior

NGO Non-Governmental Organization

NTSC National Traffic Safety Committee

OECD Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development

QNV Qatar National Vision

RAND Research and Development Corporation

WHO World Health Organization

6 Abbreviations and  
Glossary
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5.2 MONITORING IMPROVEMENTS

The monitoring process will take into consideration the effort being applied to change road 
safety practices, but more importantly the casualty reduction results that are being achieved.

The National Traffic Safety Committee will have overall responsibility for ensuring that the 
Road Safety Action Plan is taken forward. An annual review of progress will ensure that the 
plan achieves the highest level of trauma reduction possible and will highlight successful and 
unsuccessful areas.  At the end of each annual review, the Road Safety Action Plan may need to 
be updated to deal with any issues that arise. Towards the end of the 5 year period, another Road 
Safety Action Plan will need to be produced to cover the next 5 years of activity.

An annual crash data report and trend analysis will also be produced. This will allow the early 
identification of new areas of high concern, technologies or approaches and will feed into the 
tracking of performance against the Qatar National Road Safety Targets. Alongside monitoring 
crash data, it will be necessary to set Key Performance Indicators for measurement of road 
safety performance. These are likely to include measures such as the number of people wearing 
seatbelts and using child restraints, speed survey results and mobile phone use.

Monitoring Progress
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Abbreviations and Glossary

TERM MEANING

Exposure data Data that are used in road safety analyses to allow comparisons and understanding of 
risk (for example traffic flows, population, number of drivers and vehicles).

Fatality A road fatality includes those that die at the scene of a crash and also those that die from 
their injuries within 30 days of the crash.

Fatality rate The number of fatalities occurring divided by a recognized measure of exposure (e.g. 
number of fatalities per 100,000 population or number of fatalities per billion vehicle 
kilometers driven).  These are used for international benchmarking.

Graduated 
licensing scheme

Graduated licensing schemes are designed to provide new drivers with driving experi-
ence and skills gradually over time in low-risk environments. There are typically three 
steps or stages through which new drivers pass. They begin by acquiring a learner’s 
permit, progress to a restricted, provisional or probationary license, followed by receipt 
of a full driver’s license.

Hard shoulder The hard shoulder is a reserved area by the verge of a road or expressway which acts as a 
refuge for motorists whose vehicles have broken down or been involved in an incident.

Hazardous goods Hazardous goods are solids, liquids, or gases that can harm people, other living organ-
isms, property, or the environment.

Abbreviations and Glossary

The following technical terms are used in this document.

TERM MEANING

Action plan Practical actions to facilitate improvements in road safety.

Annual crash 
data report

An annually published report that would normally include analysis of crash data trends, 
common crash themes, contributory factors and high risk road user groups.

Blackspot analyses Analysis to identify locations on the road network with a high concentration of crashes.

Child restraints Baby/child seats and booster seats that are specifically designed to protect babies or 
children in the event of a crash.

Crash data Data that are collected by the police concerning the circumstances and nature of road 
traffic crashes.

Decade of action 
for road safety

The Decade of Action for Road Safety 2011-2020 was launched on 11th May 2011 in more 
than 100 countries, with one goal: to prevent five million road traffic deaths globally by 2020.

Design standards Official documents that specify the design, assessment and operation of roads.  

Event recorders A crash event recorder is a device that can be installed in vehicles to record informa-
tion related to vehicle crashes.  Information from these devices can be collected after a 
crash and analyzed to help determine the condition of the vehicle, its location and speed 
immediately before, during and after impact.  The device is tamper proof and similar to a 
‘black box’ found on airplanes.
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TERM MEANING

Road code A road code provides the official guide for all road users on the rules of the road.

Road safety 
assessments

An independent safety check of an existing road.

Road safety audit An independent safety check of a new road undertaken by experienced personnel at 
several stages through scheme development.

Road safety strategy National road safety strategies are formally endorsed documents that provide a focus for 
a common vision among road safety stakeholders.

Rumble strips Rumble strips (also known as sleeper lines or audible lines) are a safety feature that alert 
drivers to possible danger by causing a vibration and audible noise transmitted through 
the wheels and into the car.  A rumble strip is most often applied to mark the edge-line 
of a road but can also be used in the median and between lanes.

Safe system Safe System refers to a road transport system that is designed to compensate for human 
error by ensuring that road users are not subject to crash forces that result in fatal or seri-
ous injuries.  The Safe System refers to the roles and responsibilities that all system users 
(e.g. drivers) and designers (e.g. policy makers) play in working towards a Safe System.

Safety performance 
framework and 

indicators

An agreed set of performance indicators against which road safety progress can be 
monitored. These indicators should be results focused. 

Abbreviations and Glossary

TERM MEANING

Intelligent speed 
adaptation

Intelligent Speed Adaptation is also known as intelligent speed assistance.  ISA is a 
system that constantly monitors vehicle speed against the local speed limit on a road and 
actively manages the speed of the vehicle.  The system can provide an advisory warning 
to the driver if the speed limit is exceeded, or will take control of the vehicle automati-
cally and reduce the speed.  

In-use inspections Vehicle roadworthiness inspections that are carried out by enforcement agencies to sup-
plement periodic inspections.  These may be conducted on a targeted or random basis.

Passively safe 
lighting columns 

and signs

Lighting columns and signs that are relatively safe for vehicle occupants when struck.  
These are designed to sheer when struck or deform (e.g. the lattix sign).

Penalty point system A penalty point system is one in which a driver’s licensing authority, police force, or other 
organization issues cumulative points to drivers on conviction of road traffic offenses. 
Points may either be added or subtracted, depending on the particular system in use. 
If the total number of points exceeds a specified limit the offender may be disqualified 
from driving for a time, or the driving license may be revoked. 

Post crash response Post crash response is critical to road safety and includes incident management, emer-
gency and medical services, treatment at hospital and rehabilitation.

Professional drivers Drivers who drive for a significant part of their work (e.g. heavy goods vehicle drivers, taxi 
drivers, public transport drivers etc.).

Abbreviations and Glossary
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Road safety is an issue requiring action across many areas of working and so this is reflected 
in the large number of organizations that have contributed to the development of this 
strategy, and the number of delivery partners for implementation.

7 Stakeholders
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National Traffic Safety Committee

Ministry of Municipality and Urban 
Planning 

Public Works Authority (Ashghal)

Ministry of Justice

Ministry of Interior (Traffic Police)

Ministry of Interior (Civil Defense)

Ministry of Interior (FAHES)

Supreme Council for Health (Hamad)

Supreme Education Council

Qatar Standards

Qatar Statistics Authority

Universities 

Insurance Industry

General Secretariat for Development 
Planning

Supreme Council for Family Affairs

Qatar Foundation

Qatar Media Foundation

Karwa

Mowasalat 

Qatar University 

Anti-Doping Laboratory

Standards and Metrology

TERM MEANING

School zones An area near a school where there is likely to be a concentration of younger road users.

Serious injury An injury where a person is detained in hospital (e.g. fractures, concussion, internal 
injuries, crushing, burns).

Serious injury rate The number of serious injuries occurring divided by a recognized measure of exposure 
(e.g. number of serious injuries per 100,000 population or number of serious injuries per 
billion vehicle kilometers driven).  These are used for international benchmarking.

Speed management The management of speed across a road network by a combination of engineering (road 
and vehicle), enforcement and educational interventions.

Targets Road safety targets are numerical, measurable targets set to motivate road safety activity 
and are used in the monitoring of performance.  Targets ordinarily set out time-frames 
for their achievement.

Traffic mix The composition of traffic by road user type.

Traffic volumes The number of vehicles using a stretch of road (normally Annual Average Daily Traffic or 
similar).

Vision Long term goal or aspiration for road safety.

Workzone A section of road that is defined by temporary traffic management for the purpose of man-
aging traffic while inspections and or works are being carried out on or alongside the road.

Abbreviations and Glossary
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